
Optimistic and Pessimistic Forecast Scenarios 

The Terminal Area Forecast (TAF) has baseline forecasts of total enplanements and total airport 

operations by airport.  In addition to the baseline forecast, FAA has produced an optimistic and 

pessimistic forecast scenario for these parameters for the 30 large hub airports and 31 medium hub 

airports in the 2018 TAF. The baseline, optimistic, and pessimistic forecast scenarios are presented 

for 2010 to 2045. For more information see the write-up 2018 TAF: Optimistic and Pessimistic 

Forecast Scenarios for Large and Medium Hub Airports .
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Enplanements 

(Baseline)

Total Enplanements 

(Optimistic Scenario)

Total Enplanements 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 4,440,288 4,440,288 4,440,288

RDU medium 2011 4,471,825 4,471,825 4,471,825

RDU medium 2012 4,488,615 4,488,615 4,488,615

RDU medium 2013 4,469,244 4,469,244 4,469,244

RDU medium 2014 4,616,354 4,616,354 4,616,354

RDU medium 2015 4,820,903 4,820,903 4,820,903

RDU medium 2016 5,324,576 5,324,576 5,324,576

RDU medium 2017 5,597,296 5,597,296 5,597,296

RDU medium 2018e 6,162,609 6,303,732 6,078,870

RDU medium 2019 6,865,673 7,367,641 6,468,213

RDU medium 2020 7,093,460 7,664,686 6,581,428

RDU medium 2021 7,300,639 7,889,109 6,720,515

RDU medium 2022 7,496,301 8,233,893 6,825,987

RDU medium 2023 7,687,298 8,584,473 6,914,354

RDU medium 2024 7,870,599 8,764,466 6,994,397

RDU medium 2025 8,054,707 9,054,030 7,083,197

RDU medium 2026 8,238,589 9,343,933 7,171,596

RDU medium 2027 8,428,070 9,653,777 7,255,244

RDU medium 2028 8,627,460 9,992,285 7,339,551

RDU medium 2029 8,834,796 10,384,203 7,418,131

RDU medium 2030 9,050,908 10,751,252 7,497,110

RDU medium 2031 9,273,986 11,112,829 7,577,010

RDU medium 2032 9,499,601 11,472,795 7,662,904

RDU medium 2033 9,728,246 11,850,592 7,753,682

RDU medium 2034 9,963,925 12,234,057 7,829,350

RDU medium 2035 10,202,416 12,610,971 7,888,538

RDU medium 2036 10,444,511 12,979,480 7,944,302

RDU medium 2037 10,691,932 13,365,511 8,005,512

RDU medium 2038 10,942,233 13,769,874 8,072,912

RDU medium 2039 11,193,624 14,183,982 8,145,792

RDU medium 2040 11,451,264 14,608,872 8,221,045

RDU medium 2041 11,707,745 15,007,779 8,295,731

RDU medium 2042 11,964,634 15,387,721 8,363,824

RDU medium 2043 12,226,112 15,777,512 8,427,017

RDU medium 2044 12,494,290 16,167,506 8,486,677

RDU medium 2045 12,771,394 16,552,776 8,540,977
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Airport Hub Size Fiscal Year
Total Airport 

Operations (Baseline)

Total Airport 

Operations (Optimistic 

Scenario)

Total Airport 

Operations 

(Pessimistic Scenario)

RDU medium 2010 187,007 187,007 187,007

RDU medium 2011 191,469 191,469 191,469

RDU medium 2012 191,409 191,409 191,409

RDU medium 2013 184,522 184,522 184,522

RDU medium 2014 184,263 184,263 184,263

RDU medium 2015 180,990 180,990 180,990

RDU medium 2016 190,655 190,655 190,655

RDU medium 2017 199,671 199,671 199,671

RDU medium 2018 209,911 225,374 195,878

RDU medium 2019 218,299 248,293 190,716

RDU medium 2020 219,990 254,219 187,180

RDU medium 2021 223,025 259,310 187,093

RDU medium 2022 224,865 265,149 186,166

RDU medium 2023 225,944 269,847 184,763

RDU medium 2024 228,955 273,189 185,220

RDU medium 2025 232,698 279,464 186,624

RDU medium 2026 236,435 285,377 188,393

RDU medium 2027 240,271 291,683 190,053

RDU medium 2028 244,296 298,554 191,718

RDU medium 2029 248,483 306,509 193,268

RDU medium 2030 252,841 314,582 194,142

RDU medium 2031 257,334 321,894 195,709

RDU medium 2032 261,868 329,160 197,392

RDU medium 2033 266,459 336,779 199,174

RDU medium 2034 271,185 344,499 200,645

RDU medium 2035 275,966 352,074 201,769

RDU medium 2036 280,818 359,476 202,841

RDU medium 2037 285,771 367,233 204,020

RDU medium 2038 290,783 375,348 205,326

RDU medium 2039 295,813 383,659 206,746

RDU medium 2040 300,961 392,039 208,333

RDU medium 2041 306,085 400,024 209,788

RDU medium 2042 311,211 407,620 211,111

RDU medium 2043 316,420 415,409 212,330

RDU medium 2044 321,758 423,187 213,476

RDU medium 2045 327,262 430,705 214,645
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